SBS Review Project Japan
Co-Directors: Masashi AKITA and Kana SASAKURA

Osaka Japan, 18 October 2024

Dear Members of the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles:

We are writing to respectfully request that you recommend clemency to Mr.
Robert Roberson (TDCJ #999442) who was scheduled to be executed on
October 16, and whose execution was suspended temporarily by the Supreme
Court of Texas. We hope that Governor Abbott will then grant clemency to

Mr. Roberson after receiving a positive recommendation from your office.

Mr. Roberson was sentenced to death for his two-year-old daughter Nikki's
death in 2002 on the premise of the shaken baby syndrome hypothesis,
which is now debunked. Overwhelming medical and scientific evidence now
shows that Nikki died of severe viral and bacterial pneumonia that
progressed to sepsis and then septic shock. However, no court has been

willing to consider this new evidence.

We are co-directors of SBS Review Japan, a nongovernmental organization
which researches and represents criminal cases to prevent wrongful

accusations and convictions by SBS/AHT hypothesis.

In Japan, the conviction rate in criminal trials is generally over 99.9%.



However, in the last five years, at least nine SBS/AHT cases have been
acquitted which is a truly rare occurrence. We have had cases where serious
doubts were expressed by Courts to cases which were prosecuted based on
the SBS/AHT hypothesis. Among the cases that resulted in acquittals were
the cases of Mrs. Yasuko Yamauchi and Mr. Tomoaki Akasaka. Both were
cases where the “triad” was caused because of endogenous disorders, just

like Mr. Roberson’s case.

Mr. Takahiro Imanishi is currently awaiting a verdict at the Osaka High
Court. His case also arose from endogenous causes, and we believe that Mr.
Imanishi is innocent. It is clear that the symptoms characteristic of
SBS/AHT can occur due to internal causes, and Mr. Roberson‘s case should

also be reviewed from this view point and ultimately exonerated.

Once the execution is carried out, it is irreversible. We just had a case in
Japan where Mr. Iwao Hakamata, who had been on death row for 58 years,
was exonerated through a retrial on September 26, 2024. Iwao had become
mentally ill due to the fear of execution. In any country or state where the
death penalty is retained, the ultimate injustice, a wrongful execution,

must not be allowed.

There are concerns that Mr. Roberson's behavior following his daughter's
death due to a neurological disorder may have falsely led investigators and
prosecutors to conclude that he was guilty of a crime. Mr. Roberson left
school after completing 8th grade with undiagnosed autism spectrum
disorder and he was not properly diagnosed with autism until 2018. After
bringing Nikki to the hospital, the staff, who did not know that Mr.
Roberson has autism, were suspicious of his behavior and interpreted his

response to his daughter's condition as lacking emotion.



Potentially egregious miscarriages of justice should not result in the
irrevocable taking of a life - the ultimate and cruelest of punishments. The

execution of Mr. Roberson would be a stain upon us all.

To maintain justice, Mr. Roberson's right to life needs to be guaranteed.

Please save him from the fear of the death penalty through a pardon.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely Yours,

Masashi AKITA
Co-Director, SBS Review Project

Attorney at Law, Osaka Bar Association

Kana SASAKURA, Ph.D.
Co-Director, SBS Review Project
Executive Director, Innocence Project Japan

Professor, Konan University

CC: Governor Greg Abbott

Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence
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